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The Global Inventory of NQF

The Global Inventory of NQFs captures, records and analyses global trends in qualifications frameworks.

* A collaborative production, covering the globe together: Unesco, UIL, Cedefop, ETF. This is our 6th
edition.

* Itincludes two volumes:
* Volume I: Thematic chapters
* Volume II: Country Case Studies

* Inventory: informs decisions by ministries, authorities and other stakeholders, shares knowledge with
global network of experts and officials implementing national qualifications frameworks (NQFs).

* The last volume (2022) featured 93 case studies of NQFs from around the world.

* We are currently data collection of the upcoming edition (Volume Il) .
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Research questions addressed:

b

* How are NQFs progressing globally?

 What are their key characteristics?

o Objectives

o Levels

o Governance

o Types of qualifications included

 What is their impact?

Educatjon

a0,
20301



Volume ll: Structure Of The Country Chapters

: : Institutional arrangement and
Policy and Legal context ( /)
Y 8 E‘IP < stakeholders’ involvement

NQF Objectives @ EE_&- Recognition of prior learning

. Referencing to regional or
Levels, learning outcomes (ammnl boregi glf 8 ’
e L sub-regional frameworks
and qualifications g
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2022 Reports included in the analysis by world regions

World region

- Europe and North America
. Asia and the Pacific
li Arab States

- Africa

. Latin America and the Caribbean
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NQF objectives

Improve transparency, comparability, recognition —91 9%
Supporting LLL, access, permeability and progression _87.2%

Enable recognition and validation of non-formal‘
and informal learning

- 733%

Supporting reforms and raising quality g T
of education and training =

Strengthening links between education and labour market_59.3%
Closer integration of education and training systems _53.5%
Improvement of quality assurance system _51 2%
Instrument for international compatibility and alignment _32.6%

Support socioeconomic development 19.8%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% ©60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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NQF stages reached worldwide

Adoption stage |

, 18 NQFs are in the
Design stage 10.3% .
advanced operational stage,

with performed or planned
reviews of the framework.

Explorative stage 0%

8.
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%
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Types of qualifications included

90% 88.5%
81%
72%
63% 29.9%

54%
19.5%
45%

36%

27%

formal E&T, plus outside formal system formal education and training only no data if only formal or formal and informal

12.6%

18%

9%

2.3%

0%
NQF is comprehensive of all levels and types of NQF includes only VET, HE, and/or occupational no data

qualifications qualifications
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Lead / coordinating institutions or bodies

ministries |GG O.2%
interstakeholder council/committee | GGG 25.3%
agency/authority | NEGTNREGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGEEE 25.3%

agency & interstakeholder "
council/committee - 6.3%

ministries & interstakeholder . 5 6% In 38 countries, thosg are
council/committee o newly formed bodies
(councils/committees or
agencies)

independentbody | 1.3%
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Validation of non-formal and informal learning

VNFIL — use of NQF

.yes
. no data

no

8.0%
11
8 5
B
being planned / in piloted not initiated yet no data
implemented / legislation
in use
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Challenges to NQF development and implementation

Chaivanges related to disseminatian of NQF —54.8%
Charianges relatedito stakeholders _-_ 53.4%
Challenges related to guidelines for iniplementation SENZr | " X . : > 1 43.8%
Challenges related to financial and hunissresources _‘--‘ 38.4%
Challenges in using and implementingsearning outcoimes _‘--3_ 6%
Challenges related«o links with labos"market _‘-‘31 5%
Challenges related to fragmentati#i of educatigsi’and training system _‘ 28.67%
Challenges related to Q& —‘2 4%

Chaiienges related to.i=stitUuional arrangements 19.2%

Challenges related to legislation 13.7%

Challenges related to political support 9.6%

Challenges related to international comparability of NQF I 19.6%

Social inclusion and equity as a challenge _9.6%
0% 6% 12% 18% 24% 30% 36% 42% 48% 54% 60%
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Enablers of NQF development and implementation

The most important in
Explorative, Design, and
Adoption stage — donor
support, projects...

Engagement and cooperation between stakeholders —54.8%

Strategic and legal policy documents support NQF 52.4%

Learning outcomes orientation _. 50.0%

Country’s focus on international cooperation and orientation _42,9‘,&
NQF reforms linked to reforms of wider education system “34.5% - &do?tlﬂn and
: Activation stage
Regular monitoring and adaptation of NQF mz&&% .
B In Operational stage
Developed methodology and procedures for qualifications _23.3% all previous, plus... especially:

regular monitoring and adaptation

Effective institutional arrangements e1.4% of NQF, st_akehclder Engag_emen_t’
and learning outcomes orientation

Strategic approach to NQF development and implementation 20.2%

e 7% 14% 21% 28% 35% 42% 49% 56% 63% 70%
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Reaching end users

NQF register/database of qualifications [
NQF website [ v6.8%

publications, guides, leaflets, newsletters, brochures l §58.0%
education and training providers use NQF I_ _J33.3%
counselling and guidance services use NQFs in advising people _30.4%

seminars, consultations and other educational activities 30.4%

More emphasis
27.5% — in countries that are
in Operational stage

NQF used by labour market actors in recruitment or soc dialog

conferences, events 23.2%

media promotion of NQst 14.5%

policy campaigns  1.4%

—

0% 9% 18% 27% 36% 45% 54% 63% 72% 81% 90%
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e Data from more countries is being collected for the upcoming volume.
 To date, UNESCO has collected data from 15 countries.

* Country-chapters will be shared among the partners and coded by the
Belgrade University.

* The Global Inventory upcoming edition is scheduled for publication in early
2026.
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hank you

Learn more: www.unesco.org/education

WP @UNESCO

Claudia Pompa
UNESCO
c.pompa@unesco.org
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